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plicated a development. As a storehouse of facts and as a book of 
reference the book is invaluable. But Mr. Lee writes as a journalist, 
not as a historian. The picturesque details of newsgetting, the "beats," 
the pony expresses, the personal peculiarities of the great editors, im- 
provements in the printing press, and similar themes interest him far 
more than the significance of the press in our growth as a people. When 
he touches upon the larger questions he is facile and genial rather than 
enlightening. Therefore, when in the last two chapters he discusses 
"The Period of Social Readjustment" and "Journalism of Today," 
Mr. Lee presents something like a defense of the modern newspaper, 
dismissing the charges that it is commercialized and that it suppresses 
and distorts the news, or refuting them with an easy optimism. It is 
an optimism which is not shared by many practical newspaper men 
today. I paraphrase the deliberate judgment of an editorial writer upon 
one of our larger papers: The social revolution which has already begun 
in this country will be an accomplished fact long before any intimation 
of it will be. vouchsafed by our newspapers. 

The more intelligent young men in journalism are aware of the 
ineffectiveness of our journals as organs of popular expression and are 
doing what they can to make the press more responsive to its task. But 
that certain ominous facts demand frank recognition rather than a com- 
placent and partisan denial is not evident from Mr. Lee's excellent but 
too amiable work. The author would have done better to make his 
recent history purely a record of obvious facts and citations of opinions 
from authority rather than seem to pass in so light and confident a 
fashion upon problems which no one concerned for the purity and ade- 
quacy of our news as a basis for an enlightened public opinion can view 
without the gravest apprehension. 

Carl H. Grabo 

University of Chicago 



Self-Surveys by Teacher-Training Schools. By William H. Allen 

and Carroll G. Pearse. Yonkers, N.Y.: World Book Co., 

1917. Pp. xvi+207. $2.25. 

Educational efficiency rests ultimately upon the efficiency of teachers; 

and this in turn is determined by the character and efficiency of the 

teacher-training institutions. And now that we are attempting to 

evaluate the results of education through measurement, and the relative 

efficacy of the different factors involved in the process, naturally we 

meet with the two relatively new tasks of devising means and methods 
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of measuring teaching efficiency and of measuring the efficiency of train- 
ing institutions. 

This volume recounts the thoroughgoing efforts to do both of these 
things in connection with the survey of normal schools in the state of 
Wisconsin. It presents a long list of the aspects of teacher-training 
institutions into which inquiry needs to be made by way of determining 
their efficiency; and it presents detailed information and advice as to 
the best methods to be employed in the study of these many aspects. 
Few volumes on surveys present so many ideas in so brief a space. Those 
concerned in the labors of teacher training will find the volume highly 
suggestive. 

An excellent book is unfortunately marred by the malicious tone 
employed throughout in the references to all other professional surveys 
and surveyors; Openly and by implication the authors foster the idea 
that their methods embody the last touches of perfection and that 
methods of all others are but the futilities of incompetents. Such in- 
sistent claims to a monopoly of wisdom rather repel the judicious who 
honestly wish to profit from the unusual number of excellent suggestions 
contained within the volume. 

J. Franklin Bobeitt 

University of Chicago 



The Report, of the Richmond, Indiana, Survey of Vocational Educa- 
tion. By Robert J. Leonard, director, professor of voca- 
tional education, Indiana University. Educational Bulletin 
of Indiana State Board of Education No. 18, Indiana Survey 
Series No. 3. December, 1916. Pp. xv+599. 
Self-Surveys of Colleges and Universities. By William H. Allen, 
Ph.D., director of the Institute for Public Service, New York 
City. Yonkers, N.Y.: Educational Survey Series. World 
Book Co., 1917. Pp. xv+394. $3.00. 
The report of the Richmond, Indiana, Survey is the third of a series 
of vocational educational surveys made in Indiana since the passage of 
the Indiana Vocational Survey law in 1913. They were made for the 
special purpose of adapting the newly established vocational educational 
system to the existing industrial life of the state. Other studies of a 
similar character are in progress. Richmond is a city of 25,000 inhabit- 
ants. It has for a long time been a center of the manufacture of agri- 
cultural implements. Something over 20 per cent of the population are 



